CHAPTER II.
THE ANGLO-NORMAN CONQUEST OF IRELAND. STATE
OF THE COUNTRY FROM THE REIGN OF HENRY II
TO THAT OF HENRY VII.
i
The designs of Henry II for tie conquest of Ireland. The Bull of Adrian,
Dermod, the dethroned king of Leinster, applies for aid to Henry,
The descents of Fitzstephen and Fitzgerald followed by that of
Strongbow. Easy superiority of the Norman arms, but no real
invasion attempted, Henry II in Ireland. The Synod of Cashel.
Policy of the king. He leaves Ireland not having effected the
Conquest. Visit of John to Ireland, and his subsequent efforts to
extend the power of the Crown. State of Ireland at his death, The
period between the reign of John and the accession of Henry IV.
Apparent progress of the power of England in Ireland, and its real ^
decline. Many and various causes of this. Transformation of the
settlers into the "degenerate Englishry," in parts of the island. The
Pale. The Anglo-Irish Land. The Celtic districts. Condition of
these separate divisions of Ireland, The Church of the Pale. The
ancient Irish Church. Abuses in each, and evil results of their
hostility. The conflict of laws in Ireland. The English and the
Brehon Law. Bad results of the conflict, Prevalence of misrule and
disorder, and miserable state of the humbler classes. Low state of
intellectual life in Ireland, The period from the death of Richard II
to the accession of Henry VIL Rapid decline of the power of
England, and marked advance of the Irishry. Danger of the Pale.
The real faults of government in Ireland. The Earl of Kildare
supreme in Ireland when Henry VII becomes king. Henry obliged
to temporise. After long hesitation the king sends Sir Edward
Poynings to effect a thorough reform in Ireland.